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Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen 


the tenth May, 1852, was 
years since the Societas Medica 
(Norwegian Medical Society) made tts 
historic announcement that Hansen had 
identified bacillus which was then and 
today accepted the causative agent 
constantly associated with it. 

This concise biography is, for the most 
compilation data from papers 
Dr. R.W. Nilssen, Dr. Lee Huizenga, 
from Memoirs Hansen translated 
from the original Norwegian especially 
for THE STAR Dr. Pearson 
Louisiana State University Medical 
School. —Ed. 


1841 the city Bergen, Norway, 
child was born who was destined 
make the most significant single scien- 
tific contribution any scientist before 
and since his day has ever made the 
specific disease, erroneously designated 
then even today traditional 
medicine, “leprosy.” general term 
used the Bible describe six seven 
skin conditions but which has little 
nothing common with infection from 
Hansen’s bacillus.) 

Hansen’s discovery united workers 
this field the world over least one 
point, that the disease with which they 
had been dealing was infectious dis- 
ease, even though this day has not 
been all that necessary know 
order understand how the bacillus 
actually transmitted. 

One family ten brothers, Han- 
sen supported himself during his student 
days tutoring others, and acting 
prosector the anatomy lab. grad- 
uated from the Universitas Regia Fred- 
ericiana Christiania (Oslo) 1867 and 
served his internship Rigshospitalet. 
“This was year full learning,” writes 
Hansen his memoirs, published 
1910. 

Hansen’s memoirs tell incident 
Bergen church where heard 
minister deliver sermon about cer- 
tain disease which the cleric told his 
congregation was “due sin and visita- 
tion from Hansen forthwith chal- 
lenged the minister’s statement and 
while this was the first, was 
means the last time engaged ar- 
guments with the clergy about which 
said, “Some ministers say sickness the 
result small devils flying the air. 
even impressed that these minis- 
ters had read somewhere bacteria but 
thought they should called devils.” 


PHYSICIAN 


After his internship 
his practice Lofoten, the commun- 
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Gerhard Armacer Hansen 
ity Hennigsvaer. “It was first trial 
had many patients there were 6,000 
fishermen Hennigsvaer.” 

1868 Hansen was appointed assist- 
ant physician Dr. Danielssen 
Leprosarium” Bergen. 
Danielssen was then the leading author- 
ity Norway this disease. the 
epoch-making textbook Danielssen 
and Boech, published 1847, and 
denied the contagiousness the dis- 
ease. They taught that the disease spread 
spontaneously, and once broken out, 
heredity was responsible for its 
tiplication. Other doctors working with 
the disease denied the theories advanced 
and and thus, even today, 
doctors were not full accord many 
controversial points the disease. 

Hansen was later marry Daniel- 
ssen’s daughter and this seemed fitting 
background for the brilliant 
ments that were follow the young 
man’s life. 


Hansen threw himself into his work 
Lungegaard’s with fervor. wrote, 
had never seen much misery gath- 
ered one place and first both- 
ered great deal, but few 
months was exceedingly interested 
patients.” One and one-half years 
later Hansen published his first paper 
the disease. attracted sufficient 
attention give him grant for study 
Germany, where worked diligently 
Bonn with one Germany’s greatest 
microscopists, Max Schultz. 


SCIENTIST 


his return Bergen, Hansen 
worked harder than ever Lunge- 
gaard’s and the medical association 
provided funds for his field studies 
the rural districts. the basis this 
research, Hansen reached early con- 
clusion that heredity was not 
thought the direct cause the 
disease but that was infectious. in- 
jected pathologic material into many 
test animals but results were negative, 
just they are today. examined 
much material under the microscope 
his father-in-law Danielssen had done 
before him. Danielssen once thought 
fungi the cause the disease but 
failed find them. 

Hansen, partly Pasteur’s 
discoveries began study 
patients’ blood and tissue search 
organisms. found nothing conclusive 
the blood his cultures. Then 
begen examine nodules 
small aggregation cells). This proved 
fertile soil and produced evidence 
having found the bacillus. 

study was simple. had pair 
scissors and some alcohol, some stains 
and microscope. cleaned both the 
skin and the scissors with alcohol, cut 
thin clipping, stained it, and found the 
bacillus uniformly that his doubt was 
removed. described the bacilli 
“rods bunches and crossing each other 
sharp angles.” This was 1873 
according Hansen’s autobiography. 

Hansen seems have been swept 
away times his enthusiasm, for 
his diary talks bacilli, “in oscillat- 
ing dancing movements.” 
cther hand Hansen was exceedingly 
careful his public statements. 
realized that was dealing with very 
chronic disease and continued his stud- 
ies diseased and healthy skins. 


While Hansen was working, Professor 
Neisser came from Breslau Bergen 
especially study the disease. Hansen 
showed Prof. Neisser what had found. 
When Prof. Neisser returned Breslau 
took with him large number 
preparations which Hansen had given 
him, and back his own laboratory 
was successful staining them. About 
the same time Hansen was sufficiently 
sure his findings but did not think 
was necessary hasten publish 
his results. This was not true Neisser. 
published once, but was honor- 
able enough state what Hansen had 
demonstrated for him. And quote 
directly from Hansen’s Memoirs, “But 
did not leave out either tell that 
Danielssen with irony had asked him 
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Hansen had showed him his bacteria.” 

Concerning Danielssen’s attitude 
Hansen wrote, took this very quietly 
because already had published results 
Norge magazine. But Danielssen 
became angry especially that should 
have regarded find with irony, and 
chastised for indolence, accord- 
ing his lights there was attempt 
steal discovery. the mean- 
time received invitation officially 
make known discovery German 
journal and for can understand 
this writing has for all times given 
the credit for work, the literature 
calls the bacillus the Hansen’s bacillus.” 

May 10, 1874, the Norwegian 
Medical Society, which 
Hansen’s research work, made known 
his discovery the world. This was 
done lengthy paper which Dr. 
Hansen prepared and read 
society. this paper which 
called Hansen’s Masterpiece, 
viewed various theories that 
advanced the cause the disease 
such heredity, climatic, and the wide- 
spread ideas that the disease was 
ated with the constant eating dried 
fish certain kind food. One di- 
vision the paper was given dis- 
cussion the social aspects the dis- 
ease and seems significant that even 
his day Hansen considered this import- 
ant. The heart his treatise concerned 
his bacteriological studies. reporting 
his scientific examination bacteria 
raised question which this day 
doubt but what rod-shaped bodies are 
found practically all nodules. These 
bodies are found chiefly inside the cell. 
But not prepared say whether 
these rods are bacteria the large 
brown elements which 
cells, that inclose the mass zooglea. 
(Microorganisms which are embedded 
jelly-like matrix formed result 
metabolic activities.) But said Han- 
sen the close his treatise “In every 
case find evidence that prove this 
specific disease and that there noth- 
ing that proves that not specific 
disease.” 


The negative results attempts 
grow the bacillus artificial media 
successfully innoculate animals with 
infect healthy human volun- 
teers, together with the fact that in- 
fection does not more frequently occur 
persons exposed the disease, has 
led some scientists the assumption 
that the bacilli found the tissues and 
demonstrated under the microscope are 
mostly dead, the case the human 
volunteer’s susceptibility requisite 
for its production. The inference that 
this bacillus the causitive agent the 
disease with which associated 
based chiefly today, even was 
Hansen’s time, upon the demonstration 
its constant presence the tissues 
the patient. 
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Dr. early bacteriological 
findings won for him the title Super- 
intendent Hospital 
which included the control the dis- 
ease the whole Norway. 


and 


exceedingly interesting note 
that Dr. Claus Hansen, brother 
Armauer Hansen, was outstanding 
man tuberculosis work. Although the 
relationship between the two diseases 
was then not generally recognized 
today, cannot pass the attention 
the historian that these two workers 
were brothers, and that when Hansen 
discovered the Hansen bacillus, inves- 
tigations tuberculosis were 
way already that led Robert Koch 
1882, eight years after Hansen’s epoch- 
making discovery, the discovery 
similar bacillus the primary cause 
tuberculosis. Also historic interest 
that during Hansen’s laboratory inves- 
correspondence with Koch whom 
wrote his memoirs, “he lovingly gave 
good advice.” Could Armauer, Claus, 
and Robert get together and discuss the 
progress made the study the re- 
lationship between the 
particularly their chemotherapeutic 
aspects, one feels sure they would de- 
lighted. 


THE USA 


1887 Hansen came the United 
States study the disease among 160 
Scandinavian immigrants Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa. Hansen found 
only thirteen the original 
tients living. the year spent the 
U.S. made careful check the fam- 
ilies the 160 original cases and found 
that not single one had developed the 
disease, including great-grandchildren. 
Within short time Hansen’s depar- 
ture one case was discovered 
American-born descendent, and there 
subsequent record about seven more 
cases, all within the immediate families 
the original patients, and then the 
disease died out without segregation and 
has not reappeared. 


WELL-EARNED ACCLAIM 


the first International (HD) Con- 
ference held Bergen 1909, Armauer 
Hansen was mentioned the 
great benefactors mankind. 

1912, Hansen died the age 71, 
one ever having contested his dis- 
covery, and many distinguished inter- 
national medical groups had honored 
him. 

Armauer Hansen was succeeded 
his work Norway Dr. Lie, 
also very able student the disease, 
and just Hansen had married Daniel- 
ssen’s daughter, Lie married 


daughter. Dr. Lie, who undoubtly had 
opportunity study Hansen his 
work few others, said him: “With 
personality characterized geniality, 
tific worker, with capacity examine 
critically the methods which used and 
the conclusion which his findings 


_led him. whosoever may essay solve 


the different questions that still remain 
(Hansen’s disease) will bear mind 
this characteristic the discoverer 
the (Hansen) bacillus, they will save 
themselves and others the embarrass- 
ments and disappointments that often 
result from incomplete investigations 
conclusions.” 


THE STAR indebted Mrs. 
Emma Warren Gibson Berkeley, 
California, for print the picture 
Armauer Hansen, which reproduced 
page natural that Mrs. Gibson 
should have very special interest 
Hansen’s disease. She the widow 
Frank Leighton Gibson, who with Dr. 
quipped the U.S. Investigation Sta- 
tion Kalawao, Molokai, T.H. Mr. 
Gibson was commissioned officer 
the U.S. Public Health Service and when 
the P.H.S. took over the Carville hos- 
pital 1921 the Gibsons 
ferred here and became this hospital’s 
first budget and personnel officer. 

When they were Kalawao, the Gib- 
sons met Joseph Dutton, with whom 
they formed lasting friendship. Brother 
Joseph, who succeeded the famed 
Father Damien, was duty the 
settlement Hawaii for more than 
years. Mrs. Gibson now compiling, 
for probable publication, series let- 
ters written Brother Joseph the 
Gibsons through the years. 


FLASH 


State Indiana 
State Board Health 


May 13, 1952 


Mr. Stanley Stein 
Editor, STAR 
Carville, Louisiana 


Dear Mr. Stein: 


happy report you that 
Hansen’s disease not included 
the list reportable diseases the 
State Indiana. 


Sincerely yours, 

Burney, M.D. 

State Health Commissioner 
Indiana State Board Health 
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Friendship Sheltering Tree 


Mrs. Barton Blaine, Staten Island, New York 


After touring 3,000 miles the South- 
land, husband and arrived back 
New York City greeted snow 
storm. all the places visited, from 
Mammoth Caves Kentucky the 
lavish, brash Mardi Gras New Or- 
leans, our visit Carville stands out 
the most heartwarming and the high- 
light our trip. 


Carville has been close heart 
for many years and felt that knew 
her people through THE STAR and let- 
ters from friends there. have been 
volunteer Red Cross worker, Gray 
Lady, the U.S. Public Health Service 
Hospital Staten Island for many 
years. About seven years ago was asked 
social worker visit “Two lepers 
see there was anything 
could for them. suppose she 
thought was the logical one send 
had been “doing” the wards and 
never fussed about entering isolation 
rooms. 


This assignment, however, was dif- 
ferent—all the fearsome phrases the 
the door. not know what expected 
find. One the patients was quite 
bad—his poor hands. The other man 
looked normal any other patient 
the hospital. This latter patient, 
whom shall call Mr. was very de- 
pressed and upset. had been diag- 
nosed for everything from arthritis 
flat feet before was discovered had 
Hansen’s disease. was over the first 
shock the discovery his ailment, 
but was despondent over leaving his 
family and being sent Carville. He, 
too, knew nothing the disease and 
asked me, “How soon will the 
toms appear?” And what was Carville 
like? utmost shame knew noth- 
ing about but tried assure him 
must good place all government 
hospitals are well equipped 
most modern medical 
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methods employed. 


Mr. and the other patient stayed 
with two weeks, waiting for transpor- 
tation Carville. During these two 
weeks struck sincere friendship 
with Mr. that has lasted through the 
years. had been employed busi- 
ness where was continually touch 
with the public. Had Hansen’s disease 
been contagious would have had 
wholesale epidemic New York City. 


The day before Mr. left, his wife 
came say She was trim, 
pretty lady, obviously very much love 
with her husband, and with her. The 
pathos her last visit will remain with 
forever. The way she sobbed the 
social service office and then super- 
human effort controlled her tears when 
Mr. came in. widow her hus- 
band’s grave could have been more 
grief-stricken. She felt that surely this 
was the end, her husband was one the 
living dead and she would never see 
him again. 


The day Mr. X’s departure took 
two bon voyage packages for him and 
his fellow patient. sat the bench 
the hall quietly talking and when 
came time say farewell, extended 
his hand me; what could but 
take it? remember rushing the uti- 
lity room soon was out his 
sight and running water, hot enough 
scald, over hands. Then started for 
reign terror that lasted ten days. 
Dozens times day would examine 
hands, expecting see “luminous 
gotten that idea? 
heard read. You know the stories that 
were always making the rounds? About 
the sailor who brought his sweetheart 
ring from the far East and placed 
her finger—in matter days she was 
stricken with had one 
New York City about lady who became 
ill and was traced Chinese res- 
turant where the cook was the last 
stages the disease. Then the story 
changed locale and got California 
where people became ill and was 
traced fruitpacker who was hid- 
ing, but despite his terrible 
helped his family pack those fancy 
baskets fruit. Talk about “Shaggy Dog 
Stories”! And yet people believed them, 
regardless the fact that they never 
nersonally knew anyone who actually 
knew one these cases, nor did anyone 
ever read line newspaper verify- 
ing them. 


Well, the end ten days worry- 
ing, came the blessed morning when 
the postman handed letter from 
friend. the same mail was copy 
THE STAR. headed his letter 
with the quote “Friendship Shelter- 


ing Tree” and was the beginning 
true and lasting friendship. The letter 
was bubbling over with delightful sur- 
prise and contentment was con- 
vinced that here could find ulti- 
cure. Carville was better than his 
best hope, the people were friendly, 
the doctors efficient and understanding, 
the Sisters their immaculate, starched 
white habits were whole 
outlook Hansen’s disease was 
changed. the time friend’s next 
letter came, and flock back copies 
THE STAR which were avidly read and 
digested, was completely converted 
the cause and the word “leper,” with 
its misleading and fearful implications, 
was dropped from vocabulary. be- 
came crusader least that small 
way. When anyone the Staten Island 
hospital referred patient with Han- 
sen’s disease “leper,” would ask 
them why they did not refer patients 
“herniar” what have you. made 
much sense. 


Long chatty letters came from 
friend least once week, always full 


hope. learned love his new 


friends through his letters. 
changed ideas everything cab- 
bages kings. Then came terrible 
time when lost two dearest ones, 
within two months each other, 
cancer. friend’s letters were the only 
thing that kept from losing faith 
everything. had masses said Car- 
ville for beloved ones, and had 
beautiful, comforting letter 
saintly Father Abbot Paul. wrote 
him, “cempared cancer, Hansen’s 
disease mere sissy sickness.” pray 
that something like Promin Diasone 
will discovered cure that horrible 
scourge, cancer. 


long last friend had negative 
tests and returned home. happily 
reunited with his family and again 
gainfully employed. 
When heard were going New 
Orleans the Mardi Gras insisted 
stop Carville and visit our mutual 
friends. How glad that did. 
Somehow was like returning dear 
familiar country, only, instead 
seeming smaller and shabbier than one 
remembers it, usually happens, was 
much grander than ever visualized. 


The first thing that impressed was 
the vastness the well-kept grounds, 
the unbelievable old spreading giant 
trees with their trailing festoons 
Spanish moss. sweet, pungent odor 
hung over the grounds, like the lush 
smell botanical garden conservatory. 
The golf course, the baseball field, the 
shrubs, and the buildings! The last were 
far more gracious and typical what 
Yankees visualize the old mansions 


Mr. and Mrs. 
| 
| 
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the South, far superior the ante- 
bellum homes the tourists pay good 
money see. Every person met 
smiled cheery greeting. Our guide was 
wonderful person, would never 
have found our way around without 
him. Our friends were different build- 
ings and our guide would say that 
would see they were 
“Home” was each patient’s individual 
room, furnished suit their particular 
tastes. 

How nicely everyone was dressed. One 
our friends, blind gentleman, was 
sitting comfortable chair, dressed 
sharply creased slacks, sport shirt 
and solid color sport jacket. looked 
like retired business man dressed up, 
waiting for company, but did not 
even know were coming. visited 
the other patient who was the Staten 
Island hospital with Mr. was as- 
tounded, the man was vastly im- 
proved. had gained weight, seemed 
happy and peace. said had had 
terrrible complex about his condition 
the outside, was always lying the 
nature his illness, but here was 
ease with visitors and peace with him- 
self. learned from some patients that 
they not care leave Carville even 
after they are eligible for discharge. 
Many them are employed some 
capacity, some are married 
mates not yet ready discharged. 
They get semi-annual vacation they 
want visit outside. 

Our visit came close and the 
road out, with its giant spreading trees, 
fore went through the gates and 
hoped that some day might return 
for another visit. 


* * * 


exhibit the treatment Han- 
sen’s depicting “before and 
after” clinical photography 
tacular results achieved with sulfone 
therapy, was presented this U.S.P.H. 
Hospital the 85th Annual Session 
the Texas Medical Association, Dal- 
las, May 4-7. The exhibit was charge 
Dr. Fred Kluth, Corpus Christi, 
epidemiologist the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. 


the 100 patients living crowded 
conditions Koyama hospital 
Japan, the men the 56th Amphibious 
Tank and Tractor Battalion are very 
special friends. The American soldiers 

gave $500. the hospital and pro- 
underway raise more funds. 
Sgt. Charles Brush. Muskegon, 
Michigan, heads the committee. The 
men his battalion became acquainted 
with the needs the hospital while 
they were maneuvers near the base 
Mount Fujiyama. that time they 
grounds for football and baseball fields. 


Vigorous Voice Education 


The Staff Speaks 


are people the world who 
know Louisiana because Carville, yet 
there are people Baton Rouge who 
not know where Carville is,” said the 
Reverend Carl Elder, Protestant chap- 
lain our community, when speaking 
before the Exchange Club Baton 
Rouge, April. Mr. Elder 
group that Hansen’s disease important 
Louisiana because one the four 
endemic states. 

Mr. Elder also spoke April before 
the Baton Rouge Ministerial Associa- 
tion, urging the ministers visit Car- 
ville individually and group. An- 
other Baton Rouge group learn more 
about Carville was the Men’s Club 
Monteso Presbyterian Church whom 
Mr. Elder gave talk recently, and the 
congregation the Presbyterian Church 
Baher, community near Baton 
Rouge, another group have more 
about this hospital follow- 
ing Chaplain Elder’s appearance. 


* * * 


Carville’s Medical Officer Charge 
Dr. F.A. Johansen, discussed “The Pres- 
ent Status Hansen’s the 
April meeting the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Medical Society. noted that 
the treatment now “most encouraging, 
whereas years ago, treatment was 
most discouraging,” and that the success 
the new treatments has given rise 
the need for rehabilitation program. 


* * * 


Another member the local staff 
mount the speaker’s platform during 
the last month was T.H. Rickman, Jr., 
director community activities. the 
invitation Dr. George McVal, 
spoke luncheon meeting the Ro- 
tary Club the Heidelberg Hotel, Ba- 
ton Rouge. placed emphasis the 
social life our community. 

also filled speaking engagement 
meeting the Baton Rouge Down- 
town Lions Club, which expressed 
thanks for their interest Carville. 


* 


The Doctors Talk 


Dr. Eugene Lutterbeck, radiologist, 
who has done some work Carville, 
spoke several weeks ago before 
the Chicago ‘Women’s Bar Association. 
Also attending the meeting were Dr. 
Lendrum the University Illinois, 
College Medicine, Miss Mae Fitz- 
gerald and Mrs. Edith Holmes, all well 
known Carville residents, and Mr. 
Ralph Creer, chief the motion picture 
department the A.M.A., who assisted 


Dr. Lutterbeck the presentation 
slides and motion picture. Dr. Lutter- 
beck spoke the need for Illinois 
change its outmoded laws Hansen’s 
disease and our many friends Chicago 
are planning organize and work 
group toward this end. 

Dr. Lutterbeck and his associate Dr. 
Ivan Hummon, Cook County Hos- 
pital, expect visit Carville June 
2nd. 


* * * 


“One the greatest barriers 
intelligent handling (Hansen’s dis- 
said Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, 
general secretary the American (HD) 
Missions, “is the widely held view that 
‘curse God.’ This attitude grew 
partly through mis-interpretation 
Old Testament references 
rosy. The Biblical references leprosy 
not refer what know (Han- 
sen’s disease) today. They refer all 
kinds skin which those 
days were considered the Jew 
making person unfit enter the tem- 
ple. Hence the This statement 
was made Dr. Kellersberger 
Fredericksburg, Texas, according the 
Fredericksburg Standard (March 12, 
where was concluding three- 
weeks speaking tour the Southwest. 


* * * 


John Hanks, bacteriologist 
with the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
working Harvard Medical School, 
spoke meeting the Jordan Hos- 
pital Club, Plymouth, Mass., March. 
gave history the Memorial’s 
work combating Hansen’s disease. 


* * * 


the annual banquet ladies’ 
night program the West Michigan 
Chemical held Muskegon 
recently, Dr. Harvey Merker 
Parke, Davis, Co., Detroit, gave talk 
the use chemicals treating dis- 
eases. Included was the treatment 
with the sulfone, Promin. 


Dr. John Horan, Berkeley, Cal- 
also helped widen the know- 
ledge his talk April 28th 
before the California State Medical 
Association Convention the Biltmore 
Hotel Los Angeles. 


READ AND ALONG 
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Treatments for Evaluated 


The Leonard Wood Memorial has 
announced the completion plans 
evaluate the effectiveness certain 
drugs the treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease. The drugs selected for the first 
series tests are 
Diamidin, and Streptomycin. These are 
not new drugs but some “which have 
been shown studies Carville and 
elsewhere have probable value.” 


Dr. James Doull and Dr. Lucius Bad- 
ger, representatives the Memorial, re- 
turned late December from round- 
the-world trip, during which they made 
arrangements for the studies car- 
ried Westfort Institution, Pretoria, 
South Africa; Eversley Childs Sanitar- 
ium, Cebu, Philippines; and 
Komyo-en National Na- 
gashima Island, Japan. Nine hundred 
sixty patients wil involved 
first test. All will have the skin type 
the disease, bacteriologically positive, 
and have negative doubtful reaction 
the Mitsuda test. 


“At each the centers the patients 
will divided into six groups ran- 
dom manner, each group receive the 
same therapy all institutions. Each 
group will have approximately the same 
age and sex constitution, and about the 
same proportion patients previously 
treated with sulfones. One the major 
problems was set rough clinical 
standard for inclusion the Studies. Dr. 
Badger and Dr. Doull endeavored 
this each institution with the assist- 
ance the research (Hansenologist) 


“After examination 
period during which patients will 
rest from treatment, therapy start 
and will continued for thirty-two 
weeks. detailed mid-period examina- 
tion provided for and final complete 
re-examination. The consultants are re- 
quired check findings these three 
examinations. 

disease) disease which 
has many variations, and which, with 
the passage time, there strong ten- 
dency towards quiescense 
This course not true all cases 
but occurs with sufficient frequency 
make clinical judgment fallacious 
unless remedy can found which 
quick, universal and certain. Lesser de- 
grees value can measured accurate- 
only adequately controlled studies 
sufficient numbers patients. The 
objective this First Series place 
certain widely used drugs their proper 
perspective.” 

Adequate funds have been made 
vailable for the first year this 
the U.S. Public Health Service and 
the Veterans Adminstration. Additional 
financial aid has been given Abbott 
Laboratories, Lederle Laboratories Divi- 
sion the American Cyanamid Co., and 
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Parke, Davis and Co, Pan-American Air- 
ways has provided transportation for 
Drs. Badger and Doull, and the shipping 
companies the Far Eastern Confer- 
ence have waived freight charges ma- 
terials for these studies. 

“In Japan, official ‘Committee for 
the Leonard Wood Memorial Chemo- 
therapy Project,’ with fifteen members, 
has been established and given authority 
receive and disperse funds and sup- 
plies. Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda chairman, 
Dr. Rioichi Jingu, vice chairman, and 


Dr. Omura, secretary and executive. 


Dr. Mitsuda the originator the 
Mitsuda test, which the cutaneous in- 
pension lepromatous lesion contain- 
ing numerous Hansen bacilli. The test 
positive normal individuals who 
have never had contact with Hansen’s 
disease lived endemic area. 
not diagnostic test but has value 
prognosis well the classification 
the type Hansen’s disease. The le- 
promatous case usually negative, part- 
icularly the disease active. The 
tuberculoid type usually positive. 
Cases who are bacteriologically negative 
tend become positive. Mitsuda 
the opinion that positive reaction rep- 
resents the resisting powers healthy 
tissue the bacilli. 

considerable tribute paid this 
man one his patients, who wrote, 
“The director this hospital (Aisei-en) 
Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda, the most fam- 
ous authority Hansen’s disease 
Japan. now seventy-five years old 
and has served -HD patients for fifty- 
five years. are sure will continue 
his daily service and stay until his death. 
says, shall laid rest your 
patients’ burial ground.’ very en- 
ergetic even now and devotes himself 
midnight every day 
and encourages many young physicians 
work the field HD.” 


THE STAR subscription $1.00 year 


Left right, Mr. Fumio Tanaka, pres- 
ident patients’ organization, Dr. 
James Doull, medical director Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial, Dr. Lucius 
Badger, U.S.P.H.S., and Dr. Kensuke 
Mitsuda, director Aisen-en hos- 
pital. 
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U.S.W.V. LEADER VISITS 


The national commander-in-chief 
the United Spanish War Veterans, Colo- 
nel Charles Bernhardt Atlanta, 
Georgia, took look Carville April 
and pronounced our buildings and 
grounds “modern and very beautiful.” 
The colonel was here for few hours 
Saturday afternoon and did not 
get see the hospital full activity but 
was pleased call the one vet- 
eran the Spanish American War hos- 
pitalized here and another patient, 
the widow Spanish American War 
veteran. 

Col. Bernhardt was the state 
attend the annual state convention 
the Louisiana Department the United 
Spanish American War Veterans and its 
Auxiliary held Baton Rouge. 

came Carville with Mrs. Lucy 
Favrot, one this hospital’s most faith- 
ful friends, and convention chairman, 
Mr. Inge, Baton Rouge. 


Pass THE STAR yours friends. 


Hospital Aisen-en 


LIONS SERVE COMMUNITY 


Mrs. Myrtle Anderson, 
Demonstration Agent, Plaquemine, La., 
discusses the improved quality this 
year’s entries the Pt. Clair Lions 
Club second annual patients Arts and 
Crafts Exhibit, held April 20, with 
the judges; Professor Scheler the Art 
Department Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, Miss Evelyn Wilson, Miss Mildred 
Tribble, Mr. Jay Broussard, Director 
Louisiana Art Commission, and Mrs. 
Mary Lou Stockwell all Baton Rouge. 

First place blue ribbons were awarded 
the fields embroidery, knitting, 
weaving, leather, plastics, 
mals, nylon corsages, food preparation, 
ceramics, paintings, including water 
color and oil, woodwork, cut flowers 
plates. 

Mr. Broussard expressed desire 
bring some art exhibits here the fall 
for the enjoyment everyone. 

The Pt. Clair Lions Club was dis- 
appointed over the small attendance 
the exhibit but those who were there 
were genuinely interested and apprecia- 
tive the efforts involved staging it. 

Programs for the Arts and Crafts 
Exhibit were printed THE STAR 
plant. appreciation our assistance 
number local Lions roared our 
press room, helping assemble the 
April issue. Many hands lightened the 
load and are appreciative this 
demonstration cooperative service. 

Sunday, April 27, one could 
complain lack crowd. The Jolly 
Social Club’s benefit fair managed 
the Pt. Clair Lions Club, service 
project, began p.m. lasted 
until p.m. The ballroom was bee- 
hive activity for the entire nine hours 
and checking receipts went into 
the night. The president the Jolly 
Social Club wishes take this medium 
express gratitude everyone who 
contributed time, effort and cash put 
the drive over the top. 


FLOWERS OUR FRIEND IRMA 


Mrs. Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, 
well liked here because her many 
visits, friendly attitude and numerous 
kindnesses patients. When she was 
Felix Veau chapter, Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans Auxiliary her city, 
various patients’ organizations pooled 
funds send her beautiful bouquet 
and message friendship. 


Auxiliary Leader Well Known Here 


The first lady the American Legion 
Auxiliary and the first Louisiana wo- 
man ever hold the highest office 
her organization National President 
Campbell, Homer, stranger Car- 
ville. tour the hospital upon the 
occasion her official visit, Sunday, 
April 27, was unnecessary her first 
visit was twelve years ago and she has 
returned frequently enough fa- 
miliar with our community. 

Mrs. Campbell and her party aux- 
iliary members from Baton Rouge and 
New were met the recreation 
building members our local Unit 
188 and each member was introduced 
Dorothy Kent, president. Mrs Camp- 
bell received Audubon bird print, 
gift from the local unit, add her 
collection them and lasting re- 
membrance this visit. 

Auxiliary members, veterans and 
other friends gathered the Club 
Lounge for informal “talking things 
over.” The national president inaugu- 
rated the Iler Campbell 
while holding the office national re- 
habilitation chairman and has grown 
greater proportions than ever 
dreamed of. handled Unit 188 
here under the chairmanship Aline 
Stribbling. Units throughout the coun- 
try have contributed this fund which 
defrays the expense Sunday after- 
noon rides for patients who not take 
vacation trips home. 

speaking the group the Club 
Lounge, Mrs. Campbell said, never 
cease astounded and inspired 
the changes see Carville each time 
visit. isn’t just the modern buildings 
you live but even more the im- 
proved health you are enjoying. think 
back early years when there wasn’t 
beautiful room like this for 
gather in, when there wasn’t 
unit and many you were ill and 
discouraged. grateful for all the 
changes and for the scientific progress 
which giving back health each 
you.” 

Mrs. Campbell has deep interest 
all persons who are fighting chronic 
illnesses who have physical hand- 
icaps—and therein lies story. 

Shortly after graduating 
University Arkansas 1915, 


King and group young people were 
driving through the Arkansas Ozarks. 
There was terrible accident and bodies 
were strewn along the highway. Am- 
bulances and doctors were rushed 
the scene and hearing the accident 
young medic joined the group. Looking 
around him, noted that everyone was 
receiving attention with the exception 
one still sheet-covered form lying 
under nearby tree. inquired the 
older doctors and was told, “Don’t 
waste any time there. She’s With 
the eager curiosity the young the 
doctor turned back the sheet 
holding very young, attractive, red- 
headed girl, hopelessly almost automat- 
ically felt for pulse. ‘To his amazement 
detected faint flutter and called for 
stretcher. Again was told that 
was hopless but insisted with, 
going give her the attention would 
want sister have.” 

The young doctor was with the 
Rockefeller Foundation 
health work the rural school area 
around Mena, Arkansas. made his 
daily trips into the countryside but each 
evening went the hospital see his 
patient. the end week the young 
woman was conscious and had improved 
sufficiently from her serious multiple 
injuries look forward the doctor’s 
calls. Some eleven years later Iler King, 
who will always suffer handicap from 
that accident, married the young doctor 
who had saved her life. the mere 
mention Dr. Campbell her pulse 
still beats bit faster for the lives 
this couple are interwoven with deep 
affection and lasting ties. 

Wherever she speaks Mrs. Campbell 
urges her audience read Miracle 
She 
praises the author Betty Martin, for 
the book the American Legion and the 
Auxiliary are duly credited for their 
splendid work for the patients this 
hospital. Mrs. Campbell 
many fine articles for her organization’s 
publications and each urges better 
understanding and suggests 
visit Carville, possible, and sub- 
scription THE STAR must. 
Through her efforts have many Aux- 
iliary Units listed our circulation files 
and the number steadily increasing. 


The April 1952 issue ADVANCE, 
the publication the national AmVets 
Auxiliary, carries splendid open letter 
written the national hospital chair- 
man, Mrs. Enoch Totten, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Mrs. Totten visited February 
and this article reports that 
tour and how changed her whole at- 
titude and outlook Hansen’s disease. 
She urged her readers visit and see 
our modern hospital. 


May 
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Our Auxiliary Unit 


Mrs. Campbell, guests and members 
local Unit 188 


May 1947, Unit 188 the 
American Legion Auxiliary was formed 
Carville through the efforts the 
local American Legion Post under Com- 
mander Jerry Smith and Mrs. 
McCormick. the ten charter mem- 
bers only five are now Carville, but 
the membership the Unit con- 
tinued increase until now double 
the original number and the Unit’s 
projects have grown with the member- 
ship. 

Grace Joy was the first president 
the fledgling organization. She actively 
set about making this Unit known 
the other Units the Auxiliary, while 
carrying out certain projects our 
community which were limited the 
meagre funds the group. 

The second president the organiza- 
tion was Aline Stribbling, who served 
for two years. Mrs. Stribbling obtained 
funds for our Unit promoting fair 
the The games and raffles 
brought $700 the treasury, and 
were able adopt some 
jects. child welfare helped 
reorganize the local Boy Scout troop, 
paying their dues, buying uniforms, 
badges, etc. The poster one our 
Boy Scouts, Nelson Gaspard, won 
one the first-place prizes the De- 
partment Poppy Poster Contest. Our 
Unit also offered scholarship prize 
local students and this was 
Richard Williams. 

sponsored Christmas party for 
the veterans, the children, 
members our own Unit and provided 
Christmas gifts for all the infirmary pa- 
tients and for sixty 
tients. Then Easter time there was 
Easter egg hunt for the youngters and 
Easter nests for the infirmary patients. 
Boy Scouts helped with our 
Day celebration presenting the pro- 
gram. For these activities with the 
youngsters, our Unit received citation 
for outstanding work child welfare 
from the national American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Our other projects for that year in- 
cluded Memorial Day activities with the 
Bobby Wallace Unit, Jefferson, La., and 
the providing stationary for blind 
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patients. That year also sponsored 
the polio and poppy drives. were 
honored April 1949 have the 
first visit national president the 
Auxiliary since the formation our 
Unit, Mrs. Hubert Goode Port- 
land, Oregon, came present the local 
Legion Post with the second Buick sta- 
tion wagon. 

During the following year Aline 
maintained all the previous projects, 
and again received the Unit citation 
for child welfare work. Several game 
parties for the entire community were 
also added the schedule. Money 
sponsor these activities was raised 
bingo games that year, and were 
helped the Thankgiving party 
other Units the Sixth District furnish- 
ing homemade cakes, while supplied 
the prizes. The Departments Indiana 
and Massachusetts helped 
Easter and Valentine parties, and there 
were 250 prizes for the games Easter. 

The Auxiliary Unit also contributed 
the local Legion Post’s Armistice 
Day and Fourth July celebrations. 
Fireworks were the order the night 
this latter occasion. 

Two other new projects were started 
when, with the help the Crowley 
Unit, Seventh District, stamps were 
made available for the blind patients. 
Mrs. Iler Campbell’s gas project was 
also set that year. this, patients 
who not vacation have the 
opportunity rides the station 
wagon. Mrs. Campbell, who was then 
national rehabilitation chairman, visited 
Carville March, 1950, present 
with our colors, which had been given 
Ohio and the Department Oklahoma. 
Mrs. Norman Sheehe, Rockford, 
national president the Auxiliary 
January that year. 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
188’s third president was Kitty Boud- 
reaux, and under her all the old 
projects were continued, and they have 
become standard part our work. 
The Auxiliary again used bingo games 
raise its funds and added the heart 
fund its list drives. 

Mrs. Willis Reed Vinita, Okla- 
homa, was the national president 
that year, and she visited July, 
presenting Ford station wagon the 
government for the transportation 
and relatives and from the 
railway and bus lines. 


This year has been privilege 


president our Auxiliary Unit, and 
have retained all the previous pro- 
jects and have tried make them 
bigger and better where possible. The 
Schoepp Communication Fund has also 
been started.This fund specifically 


Dorothy Kent 


for veterans and enables them phone 
telegraph home, and 
stamps. The Schoepp Fund was started 
$590 grant from Mrs. Clarence 
who was then national execu- 
tive committee woman. Especially have 
tried spread the facts about HD, 
bringing them the attention 
districts which have not been active 
educating the people their areas 
the problems Carville. have seen 
these groups subscribe THE 
STAR and place subscriptions THE 
STAR and copies Betty Martin’s 
autobiography, Miracle Carville, 
the libraries their town. All this 
has been forward step making the 
rehabilitation patients possible. 
has also given great deal in- 
dividual pride. 

reporting these activities the 
local American Legion Auxiliary, 
should like add that association 
with the Auxiliary has given 
greatest opportunity help fellow 
patients and myself since first came 
Carville twenty-one years ago. Now that 
discharged and planning leave 
this community, feel that own 
chances for rehabilitation have been 
helped the host friends the 
Auxiliary who are showing much 
interest patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease and working educate the public 
understanding the illness. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 
FOR WATSON MILLER 


valued 
friend, Watson Miller, was recently 
member the Subversive Activities 
Control Board. The Board was set 
under the Internal Security Act de- 
termine whether communist com- 
munist-front organizations must register 
with the Government. 

the time his appointment Mr. 
Miller was serving the American Legion 
Special Representative the Na- 
tional Commander Washington, 
post which has held since July 1950, 
which capacity visited Car- 
ville February 1951. Mr. Miller, often 
referred the most beloved man 
the American Legion, formerly served 
its National Rehabilitation Chair- 
man. also veteran government 
service, having filled such important 
positions Administrator F.S.A. and 
Commissioner U.S. Immigration. 
both Legion and Government service 
Watson Miller has always found time 
helpful Carville. But this one 
position Mr. Miller’s public career 
which are sure Carville will not 
the picture. 


Four-Room School for Patients 
Pride Garville Hospital 


Pupils Are Patients U.S. Hospital, but State-Approved Curriculum and High School Degrees Are Offered. 


Bill Rivers 


(Reprinted from Baton Rouge, La., State Times, April 24, 1952) 


the pupils begin classes. 


school that can boast only one 
graduate, four classrooms 
full-time teachers sounds like the mod- 
ern equivalent the old one-room 
schoolhouse—but there such school 
miles from Baton Rouge that’s the 
pride the community. 

Formal education the U.S. Public 
Health Service Hospital Carville has 
all the apparent handicaps few 
students, limited space and small 
faculty. Also, the students are patients 
whose year broken every five 
weeks one week vacation. 

Most hospitals and schools would— 
and do—look these impossible 
difficulties. 

However, even though all the pupils 
the hospital school have Hansen’s 
disease—a long-term, ravaging illness 
once known leprosy—authorities 
the federal institution began building 
school and curriculum three years 
ago that now up-to-date one 
the latest educational innovations— 
green blackboards. fact, many Louisi- 
ana schools first began installing the 
this year, they have been 
Carville two years. 

“We try put the very latest 
educational progress,” explains 
Rickman, director community ac- 
tivities for the hospital, who “prin- 
cipal” the school and every other 
non-medical activity. making 
real attempt enable the students 
continue their education.” 

The pupils, nearly them, count- 
ing children and adults, are attending 


school that deep the southern 
part Louisiana, yet the school pop- 
ulation cosmopolitan the streets 
Hong Kong. 


The hospital has about 420 patients 
who come from countries and 
states; the pupils represent fair cross- 
section the hospital population. 
Negroes, Hawaiians and other foreign- 
born mingle freely—all dedicated 
learning the three R’s and many other 
subjects more complicated, well 
few that seem simple. 


One classroom period devoted 
learning how use telephone. This 
instruction began because 45-year-old 
foreign student once looked amaze- 
ment his teacher carried con- 
versation that seemed him 
insane chatter with gadget. 

The hospital school, despite 
fact it’s forward-looking theories and 
range subject matter, palatial 
college campus miniature. Officials 
have sometimes made use materials 
designed for other purposes. 


The buildings, for example, were 
Navy surplus quonset huts, that, after 
strong applications white paint and 
ingenuity, serve remarkably well. The 
three small huts lie within quad- 
rangle formed the immense, long- 
corridored recreation building. Two 
quonsets are divided their centers 
walls, making four schoolrooms. In- 
side are the desks, colored pictures, 
maps and charts that can found 
any classroom. 


Manual Arts Building 


The other hut the manual arts 
building, part-time school facility. 
There, lanky, serious Paul Keisler sand- 
wiches school classes into schedule 
primarily set for manual arts therapy 
for all patients. Keisler also kept 
busy helping patients who want 
fashion objects for their rooms, rela- 
tives and friends home, for other 
patients crippled the disease that 
they can’t work. Often patients who 
are neither students nor particularly 
interested craft work, wander into 
the manual arts building just occupy 
the hours that can stretch into long 
years for one who has Hansen’s disease. 


for the academic work, the three 
full-time teachers devote the school day 
teaching lessons ranging from the 
elementary level top high school sub- 
jects. Mrs. Mamie Grevenberg, veteran 
English teacher who known one 
the best instructors the state, divides 
the social sciences with Miss Vivian 
Wintz, who was the first professional 
teacher employed. Gaston England, who 
joined the faculty two years ago with 
Miss Grevenberg, teaches math and the 
physical sciences. 


Planning among the teachers per- 
haps more necessary this school than 
any other, for scheduling classes for 
students who range from pre-teen age 
adulthood with only three teachers 
demands timing—and perhaps little 
magic. 


Split Vacations 


one-week- 
of-vacation another timing device that 

“We have adjust our program 
our students,” Rickman points out. “We 
know that giving them vacations after 
five weeks school, when just 
getting into the swing classes, isn’t 
good idea. But our students are sick 
people.” 


There least one advantage the 
vacation schedule: Students who have 
fallen behind their work because 
illness stepped-up treatments can 
catch with their classes during vaca- 
tions. During the school weeks, the pu- 
pils follow routine 8:30 a.m. 
p-m., five-day-a-week schedule, but they 
are saddled with comparatively little 
homework. 


“Not only are they sick, but patients 
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Miss Vivian Wintz, one the three teachers the school, rings the school bell 


live separate rooms,” Rickman notes. 
Although this condition may not con- 
ducive study, since the young stu- 
dents have parental discipline, there 
silver lining around even this aca- 
demic cloud: the youthful patients also 
have prime opportunity make their 
own decisions and learn live con- 
sequences. 

Rickman, the teachers and the pupils 
are proud the fact that the hospital 
school complies with the curriculum set 
down for all accredited schools Loui- 
siana, enabling the students carry 
formal education every respect. For 
this reason, the school has its one bona 
fide graduate, heavy set smiling young 
man who seems little embarrased 
about his distinction. 


Recall Early Program 


Although professional curriculum 
would not have been possible under the 
old system patient-teachers, the hos- 
pital will not soon forget the beginnings 
the education program. 

Stanley Stein, blind editor the 
monthly patient magazine, the Carville 
STAR, has been patient for twenty 
years and remembers the system its 
infancy. fact, Stein has managing 
editor the magazine, Ann Page, who 
was teacher there for nine years. 


Stein devotes most his time THE 
STAR, which mainly concerned with 
promoting educated public opinion 
Hansen’s disease and wiping out the 
term “leprosy.” Like most editors, how- 
ever, has active interest almost 
every community project and promotes 
few his own. 

explained that and another pa- 
tient, ex-marine, were “always getting 
into some kind trouble. When the 
newspapers and magazines were kept 
table, got the Medical Officer 
Charge let have the schoolroom. 
told him could move the school 
another building that was 
high. Well, did. The school was 
almost stilts. Way up.” 

Pausing for moment, Stein finished: 
“That was the beginning the Carville 
High School.” 

Whatever its beginnings, however, the 
fact that schooling the hospital 
progressing all the time. Most the 
people who come there know they are 
there for years, usually until the dis- 
ease can satisfactorily arrested, 
until the long-awaited day when def- 
inite cure has been found for Hansen’s 
disease. 

Rickman says, “We want the 
people who come here able 
pick their schooling where was 
left off.” 

Then, when the patients are able 
leave the hospital, they will have 
even better chance picking where 
they left off years before. 
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GONE ARE THE DAYS 


These days when walk into the din- 
ing room and for apparent reason 
start into laugh there are many who 
think mad, but those “who knew 
when” understand. The dining room 
the oldest building our community, 
and while has windows all around 
and was designed for cross circulation, 
and whatever other advantages were 
known those days for combating the 
hot, humid climate Louisiana, did 
not make the summer any easier. Any 
day from April through November 
likely have near one hundred degree 
temperature and the overwhelming odor 
corned beef and cabbage did not help 
the atmosphere the dining room 
the appetites its customers. 


Each year asked for air condition- 
ing the next budget, which was al- 
ways two years away, and revision 
the system planning menus, which 
gave ice cream and cold cuts icy 
days and beef stew hot ones. But 
the dining room was not equipped 
serve cool salads the summer, which 
our idea hot-weather fare, and 
visited little possible. Every 
summer dispositions drooped and 
weights dropped, and there was place 
get relief. air-conditioned movies 
department stores were available 
our community give boost our 
spirits. we’d take cold shower, 
bed, and pray that the calendar was 
wrong and was really nearer Decem- 
ber, while ridiculous little fan the 
ceiling buzzed like angry hornet, but 
couldn’t have blown out the flame 
wet match. 


Finally last summer the promised 
land hove into sight. Four air-condition- 
ing units arrived and were set the 
dining room. patted and admired 
them, but they were only mirage, be- 
cause there was cable complete 
their installation. There they stood like 
mocking monsters through the hottest 
summer record. Two days ago, how- 
ever, the world changed. stepped from 
degree weather the walks into the 
paradise that now our dining room. 
The testing thermometer said de- 
grees. 


There talk about starting bridge 
clubs taking dominoes checkers 
along lunch and then just whiling 
away the hours until supper, but I’m 
making plans for playing chess there. 
Perhaps time laugh pleasure 
may subside into smile, and will 
not cold, wintery smile, but one 
that warm, friendly and peace with 
air-conditioning. 


Pass THE STAR along your friends. 


SHUT-IN’S DAY JUNE 


that shut-ins will not become “out 
sight-out mind,” the old saying 
goes, Shut-in’s Day will observed this 
year Sunday, June according one 
our patients, Charles Stiney, repre- 
sentative this community, the Shut- 
in’s Day Association the United States 
America, sponsoring National and 
International Shut-in’s Day, the first 
Sunday June. 

The sole objective this movement 
inform the public the problems 
and trials faced the physically handi- 
capped. The observance 
nated Ernest Baker, young Cana- 
Canada. Mrs. Wm. Francklyn Paris, 
“Five Acres” Greenwich, New Jersey, 
who heads the movement the United 
States, has appointed chairmen each 
state and representatives many coun- 
ties, cities and towns. 

especially urged that war veterans 
homes not overlooked many 
them are shut-ins. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 


Checking Accounts 


Savings Accounts 


Christmas Savings, Loans, 


Deposit Boxes, 
Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 

Your Mail Box 
our Teller’s Window. 


Let know any way can 
serve you any time 
* * 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
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Dr, Aycock--Requiescat Pace 


William Lloyd Aycock, M.D., died 
Boston, Massachusetts, October 24, 
1951, the age 62. the time his 
death Dr. Aycock was Associate Pro- 
fessor Preventive Medicine and Hy- 
giene Harvard Medical School, Cour- 
ses for Graduates. was best known 
for his studies the epidemiology 
polio; but great part his life interest 
was given similar work with Hansen’s 
disease. studied this disease New 
Brunswick and Louisiana, and later 
Hawaii, visiting Kalaupapa and Hale 
Mohalu, and working with the Board 
Health intervals from 1948 until the 
time his death. 1949 was mem- 
ber group which went the Trust 
Territory the Pacific the request 
Navy authorities visit the institution 
Tinian and study the 
disease problem the Marianas and 
Yap. 

who knew and admired Dr. Ay- 
cock will remember him best for three 
things. had grasp his subject 
and ability make clear his ideas 
others, which were unsurpassed. His 
personal friendliness and his ability 
conversationalist—his favorite phrase 


friends wherever went. But above all 
remember his courage. Hampered 
for much his adult life crippling 
and often painful spinal disease, re- 
fused give weakness, but carried 
work load which would have discour- 
aged many younger and stronger man. 
His was indeed outstanding example 
brave spirit which refused 
conquered. 

Norman Sloan, M.D. 


* * 


News Dr. Aycock’s death came 
first from Dr. Sloan when visited 
Carville March. 


seems appropriate this time 
present some Dr. Aycock’s views 
HD, expressed his opinions the 
press and through the personal corres- 
pondence were privileged have 
with him. Although had never met 
Dr. Aycock, we, too, were among his 
staunch admirers. His death real loss 
patients everywhere and all 
workers this field, for here was one 
those rare individuals, even rarer among 
Hansenologists, whose flexible thinking 
was not governed the tyrant prec- 
edent. 


Shortly after Dr. Aycock returned 
the U.S. from his trip Tinian and 
the Marianas, which made com- 
pany with Dr. Sloan and Dr. Harry 
Arnold Honolulu, wrote (July 
was one those who always 
agreed that was not nice call 
patient ‘leper,’ any more than was 
call patients ‘lung- 


but could see particular ad- 
vantage changing the name the 
disease; and want tell you how and 
why have changed mind. When 
were Tinian, very nice Filipino boy 
said us, don’t mind being leper 
changed mind. realized that all 
the way since Biblical times the word 
‘leper’ (and ‘leprosy’) and ‘unclean’ 
have become inextricably hyphenated 
that you could never say one without 
implying the other. didn’t take 
ten seconds decide change the 
name the disease. 

also want see changed the terms 
which have all too often been used, 
such ‘incarceration,’ 
and finally ‘parole.’ would like see 
these changed the same expressions 
use public health practice any 
other disease such ‘case findings,’ 
‘early diagnosis,’ ‘hospitalization and 
treatment,’ and ‘discharge,’ for Hansen’s 
disease disease and not disgrace.” 
(Unfortunately medical literature 
still uses the objectionable terms 
and official regulations the U.S.P.H. 
contain some them.) 


About years ago Dr. Aycock 
attempted start some studies Car- 
ville but use his own words “offi- 
cialdom often gets the way.” Doc- 
tor Aycock’s field studies led him 
the conclusion that Hansen’s disease 
tends confined certain sharply 
circumscribed areas; these areas 
certain racial groups; and these racial 
groups certain family lines.” 
pointed out that perhaps the most strik- 
ing example all seen the two 
main foci the North American 
continent. The Acadians expelled from 
Nova Scotia 1755 recolonized two 
small areas—widely separated distance 
and climate—Northumberland and 
Gloucester counties New Brunswick 
and the Teche country Southern 
Louisiana. According Dr. Aycock 
was independently introduced into the 
two colonies many years later. found 
that most the 300 cases New 
Brunswick stemmed from the families 
the first cases, and Louisiana many 
the patients bear the same surnames 
the New Brunswick cases. Hawaii 
Dr. Aycock found the whole record 
patients Kalaupapa showed 
group with the same recurrence over 
and over the same families. 


Dr. Aycock accumulated much more 
evidence the effect that susceptibility 
Hansen’s disease ran families, 
inheritance, even distant relatives 
and this concept Dr. Aycock explained 
full accord with principles which 
operate many other diseases where 
the infectious agents may far more 
widespread than the disease which they 


cause. Therefore, Dr. Aycock concludes, 
“That patient with Hansen’s disease 
not much danger the general 

public because the chances transmit- 

ting his infection susceptible per- 

would slight.” the other hand 

cid not believe that active pa- 

tient should live prolonged 

contact with his own family some 

whom might susceptible. However, 

once wrote, “What need not 
much segregation patients for the 
protection the public health, but 
special facilities, where the patients can 
treated and the same time live 
relatively free lives.” 

late 1950 Dr. Aycock was still 
hoping carry some research work 
Carville and times have changed 
full co-operation but ill health and other 
factors prevented his coming here. 

one his last letters THE 
STAR Dr. Aycock wrote, think in- 
formation from the patients always 
worth more than so-called research, for 
after all, any research disease should 
always start with the patient. Why don’t 
you form epidemiologic study group, 
which like see concentrate 
the study the familial question. 
believe this would the greatest sin- 
gle contribution put Hansen’s disease 
its place respect the whole idea 
contagion, segregation, and forth, 
say nothing superstitions. study 
such you might make there could 
far getting rid practices which are 
foolish sterilizing THE STAR be- 
fore leaves Carville.” 

instructor, Dr. Aycock must 
have had great influence many 
medical students, some whom 
awakened interest and kindled enthusi- 
asm work HD. Dr. Herman Grey, 
now loan from the the 
California State Department Health 
for epidemiological work HD, was 
one Dr. Aycock’s students. was Dr. 
Jack Millar, who did such splendid work 
the Hansen’s hospital Tinian. Dr. 
Aycock—requiescat —S.S. 


BATON ROUGE 
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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN 


Several weeks ago one our golfers 
was surprised hear visitor offer 
wager two bits that our local linksman 
couldn’t sink his ball the cup 
No.5 green within six strokes. Now for 
some Point Clair’s golfers two bits 
big bet and this occasion called 
for conference between the golfer and 
his caddy. They talked over the shot 
and then accepted the bet. iron 
was selected for the fifty-yard approach, 
the club head was put place behind 
the ball, feet were adjusted along the 
line flight, and perfectly grooved 
swing took the ball within twelve inches 
the cup. The first putt dropped 
the cup like homing pigeon hit 
anti-aircraft fire. The twenty-five cents 
was collected and probably parlayed 
the Wednesday night fights—which isn’t 
our story for the time being. 

Our story about Buddy, the golfer, 
chubby fellow twenty-nine, who 
has lived Point Clair since was 
five. Anyone who knows golf would 
realize that the above bet was practically 
cinch for even duffer. why should 
Buddy given such handicap? Buddy 
Glacies certainly duffer, but hav- 
ing lost his sight, people sometimes 
think his eye for golf gone, too. But 
it’s not so. 

Several months ago Buddy walked 
golf pro Henry Thomas and asked 
for some help his game. Every once 
while Buddy had gotten out the 
course with one his friends for prac- 
tice and found could drop tee shots 
with regularity No.8 green some 110 
yards away. Now figured that Thom- 
might able make him consis- 
tent enough with all the weapons 
shoot whole round friendly com- 
petition. Thomas seemed like the 
idea, too, and the two them working 
together have developed something 
that may soon turn Buddy into first- 
class golfer again. 

few weeks you may reading 
about Buddy Glacies the magazine 
section your Sunday paper. Bitty 
Benedict, golf writer for the Times-Pic- 
ayune doing article When 
you see don’t forget read because 
Buddy’s life Point Clair has been 
series exploits which bear retelling 
and are colored the same spirit which 
has taken him back the golf course. 


* * * 


Mr. Martin, executive secretary- 
treasurer the Amateur Softball Asso- 
ciation, while touring the South visited 
Point Clair the company Bob 
Michael, local rec aide and president 
the Louisiana A.S.A. Mr. Martin, writ- 
ing about his trip Balls and Strikes, 
the official newspaper the association, 


Key Pitt Sports 


said that our “knowledge the game 
was astounding.” 


SOFTBALL OPENER 


“Seven-at-a-blow” Boudreaux adds the 
notches his bat and fans breeze 
for Catcher Carl Elder the same time. 


The softball season for the River 
League opened Point Clair April 
with game between our Indians and 
the Fish Market Baton Rouge 
amid fanfare speeches, music, and 
first-ball tossings. The speeches were 
Tom Rickman, director community 
activities, who pointed past accom- 
plishments and future hopes for sports 
Point Clair, and nine-year-old 
Billy Brown, the new bat boy, who 
acknowledged that had given his 
idea starting out first-string pitcher 
the team and would work his way up. 

The musical prelude the 
game fizzled out when the record player 
sank into exhausted silence the 
high the “Star Spangled Banner.” 
That wasn’t the only letdown the 
evening, because overtime inning 
the Fish Market scored run 
from third squeeze bunt, and our 
Indians suffered defeat (3-2) their 
first League game. Since then, however, 
have scored straight victories and 
stand second place the League. 
The League leader is? Natch, the 
Fish Market. 


Some promising players auditioned 
for the fans before the game. the 
mound was Dr. Johansen, M.O.C., 
who threw out the traditional first ball 
and three others. The first three pitches 
got the batter and was called 
“out” the ump; but the consensus 
that Dr. Johansen’s control still shaky, 
and will not stick with the team this 
year. 


The man bat during the tryouts 
was Father Edward Boudreaux, Catholic 
Chaplain. His performance rates him 
the reputation the Grimm’s fairy 
tale character true what the boys 
the clubhouse were saying that was 
not swinging the ball those first 
three strikes but just killing the mos- 
and is, he’s man keep your eye 
because really pickled that fourth 
pitch. 

Dr. Johansen’s battery mate for the 
prelims was that popular and relative 


newcomer the community, the Rev. 
Carl Elder, Protestant Chaplain. 
handled the mitt and mask job error- 
lessly. fact the performance all 
three gives credence the idea being 
credited Paul Keisler, Manual Arts 
Instructor, that the personnel might 
make team and challenge us. 
encourage you fellows, because 
noticed your enthusiasm waning since 
hit our winning streak, put our 
first-string pitchers, Richard and Mike, 
the field for the game—that you 
feel you need handicap. 


Models Given The Air 


couple whomp, whomps were 
heard oxygen was forced into some- 
thing other; then there was abrupt 
and startling whoom the midget jet 
took off, circled the course 120 miles 
per hour and tried tear itself free 
from the seventy-foot restraining cable, 
which held its circular course. The 
crowd had been watching the previous 
flights the propellor-driven planes, 
powered gas motors, with relaxed 
interest, but the magic word “jet,” the 
field, the new sound and the obvious 
power the flight the tiny plane 
suddenly had them crouching down 
protectively within themselves. lasted 
for but few minutes, but during that 
period the corpuscles the watchers 
instinctively accepted the challenge and 
raced through veins and arteries set 
the whole body tingling. 

was very windy day and some 
the stunt performances had called 
off, but was fine show and good 
see Young America proudly holding the 
reins their flying planes obvious 
unity with the future. The boys were 
members the Baton Rouge Model 
Airplane Club and here under the 
direction Mr. L.M. Broome, that 
organization. 


* # * 


Batting averages for the P.C. Indians 
amassed over the first half the split 
season have just been released, and four 
the home towners are found 
hitting over .300. Heading the list 
the veteran ball player, grandfather, 
and all-round good fellow, Sam Munoz, 
who taking some the hard knocks 
the catching position this year. Sam 

Next line walloping Willie 
Kawaguchi, who plays shortstop, cover- 
ing territory like the State Texas. 
Willie batting solid .408. The 
youngest member the team, speed- 
ster Arthur Riley, playing center field, 
hitting .375, and followed the 
biggest man the team, catcher-first 
baseman Arthur Gibson, whose average 
.333. 
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Mail Bag 


Youth, when thought speech and 
speech truth. —Walter Scott 


The enclosed subscription for 
twelve-year-old daughter. Being librarian 
try see that children read the best 
books that through hands. Therefore 
they both read Miracle Carville. 

was with horror that they were sub- 
jected sermon recently making the 
age-old comparisons show what does 
soul. promised them would write 
the elderly priest and protest, but 
procrastinator, let them down. 
daughter now putting the pressure me, 
have agreed that pay for the sub- 
scription she will see that THE STAR gets 
the appropriate places some good. 
may that she can story their 
school paper. 

Mrs. Anne Maxville 
Providence, Rhode Island 


our 4-H program this year Our Club 
carrying health project with one objective 
being better our knowledge and that 
our community the practices for main- 
taining better health. are supporting and 
serving various drives for research other 
diseases but date have heard nothing 
for Hansen’s disease. Since 
into every state our Union could not 
help educate public opinion through our 
rural youth today does not carry the 
stigma attached the disease the next 
generation. Our interest was awakened 
through reading Miracle Carville. 


Dorothy Erickson 

Health Chairman 

Summerdale 4-H Club 
Corvallis, Mont. 


Our greatest hope for better understand- 
ing Hansen’s disease the general public 
lies with the younger generation. 4-H Clubs 
are excellent places engender such 
campaign. School groups have drafted dis- 
plays the subject with information 
gleaned from material have sent. Such 
material was furnished this 4-H group. 

—Ed. 


While has been long time since have 
written have not forgotten all you 
Carville. much have been talking about 
Hansen’s disease that little sister gave 
review Miracle Carville her junior 
high school English class and subsequently 
loaned the book out many times. One 
chums speak her church youth 
literary society this semester. 

doing pre-med work Rice Institute. 
With hard work and faith goal I’m 
managing pull through and hope enter 
med after next year. There Dr. 
Evans the staff Baylor Medical School 
here Houston who has done considerable 
work Hansen’s with the Leonard Wood 


Memorial Harvard. One friends 
had the privilege working under her 
bacteriology paper concerning efforts which 
have been made cultivate the Hansen’s 
bacillus. 


Barbara Kass 
Houston, Texas 


Barbara Kass very intelligent young 
woman—she had get into Rice 
student. She began corre- 
sponding wth when she was about the 
age the young sister she mentions her 
letter and continues send THE STAR 
her high schoo! library and now the 
library Rice. She has written several ex- 
cellent paper using her subject HD. 


* * 


term paper topic for English 
have chosen write the hospital Car- 
ville. have some articles the hospital and 
medical treatments but much information 
unobtainable. The information needed 
concerns the number cases the 
United States; more about medical treat- 
ment being instituted Carville, what 
happens patient after admission, after 
discharge, what activities the patients 
socially, physically spiritually. 
Just what life like Carville? 


Agnes Lightfoot 


have 


Chicago, 


From the data furnished this young 
woman, she should able write book. 


student nurse Utica State Hos- 
pital and have chosen the topic 
term paper Sociology. Please send 
material. 


Kathryn Calhoun 
Utica, New York 


burg, School Pharmacy and studying 
bacteriology. have investigative paper 
turn the subject Hansen’s dis- 
ease and more specifically mycobac- 
terium Hansen. have obtained material 
from the Public Health Service and the 
Leonard Wood and would like 
have THE STAR. 


Robert Wertzell 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


* * 


came from France and college 
student here Chicago planning 
graduate work clinical psychology. 

believe your educational program should 
expanded such media movies. 
realize the undesirability disclosing the 
identity—under present 
conditions. Nonetheless, perhaps local em- 
ployees and staff members could the act- 
ing such movie. For should such 
educational movie shown high schools, 
and perhaps television, undoubtedly 


would reach many people, and particularly 
young people. aware the financial 
problem which would involved such 
project. But have faith visual educa- 
tion. 

Several friends and have read the book 
Miracle Carville Betty Martin. all 
found this book most interesting. 

Sonja Samson 
Chicago, 


Miss Samson’s timely letter prompts 
give some background data Carville 
motion picture because have long felt 
that such picture should made. 

One year ago the service foundation 
AMVETS, WWII organization, appro- 
priated $3,000 for production twenty 
minute 16mm motion picture about Carville 
and the patients’ THE STAR 
found New Orleans film company willing 
undertake the project, which has far not 
materialized because not have 
suitable script. The script and all other ar- 
rangements must approved 
U.S.P.H.S. and have requested the as- 
sistance the PHS Information Specialist 
expedite it. 

far back 1945 Carville patients were 
willing take part movie. that time 
THE STAR was plugging for one and had 
tentative sponsorship. The MOC agreed 
ask the PHS sanction such picture 
the majority the patients were favor 
it. was put referendum and the 
majority patients voted for despite 
vigorous campaign stir opposition. 
The MOC then decided the vote was “too 
close take any action this time.” 

1946 the United Patients’ Committee 
drew agenda which was submitted 
the Surgeon General’s Advisory Committee. 
This program recommended measures for 
education HD, one which was “visual 
education—1. Motion pictures, (a) based 
facts dispel age-old misconceptions, (b) 
human interest, (c) local activities.” Nothing 
happened. 

The current movie proposal (AMVETS) 
has the approval the Patients’ Federa- 
tion. Some, official circles, feel that the 
amount appropriated not suffient for 
good production but think that will 
beginning and show the need for more 
comprehensive film. 

THE STAR receives many requests from 
clubs and other groups for movie about 
Carville. hope one will soon available, 


daughter, junior high school, has 
write term paper and she wants use 
Hansen’s disease for her study. Others use 
tuberculosis, polio, democracy, 
but she read the article Reader’s Digest 
sometime ago which impressed her much 
that she wants interest her class the 
subject. She thinks there not enough 
done said the subject. Please send her 
pamphlets, booklets anything you have. 


Mrs. Kathline Robinson 
Clarksdale, Miss. 


May 1952 


| 
* * 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are 


admitted freely, nor are they required take any special 
precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases devetop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
portable but the patient subject “NO RESTRICTIONS. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


1 
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FLOWERS MAY—WITH HELP THE ALA 


The word auxiliary, according conferring help, aid, as- 
sistance. When applied the American Legion Auxiliary, THE STAR com- 
plete agreement with Webster’s definition, because that body women has cer- 
tainly helped swell our circulation and few have been more active this 
educational endeavor than Mrs. Iler Campbell, our visiting cover girl. 

The circulation department has barely gotten its head above water from the 
April shower subscriptions—or was deluge—but they are ready work 
late into the night take care all the subs you can send this month. 

Now having sown our seed, sit back and watch flower. It’s May, you 
know. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Published monthly patients the Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, Louisiana 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


Address 


Zone State 


Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 
Kindly make checks money orders payable THE STAR 
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